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MR, OLAN REEVES: | guess we will go
ahead and get started. | am Butch Reeves
fromthe Governor's office. As you know,

t he Board of Apportionnent is nade up of

t hree people, the CGovernor, the Secretary

of State, and the Attorney Ceneral's office.
Actually, we are one of the few states in
the country that has that. Most of this

is done by the House and Senate, or the

| egi sl ature, in nost states.

The staffs of the three offices are the
ones that are here today. Tim Hunphries is
representing Sharon Priest's office, he is
her General Counsel. And then, Assistant
Attorney General Larry Crane represents the
Attorney General's office. And there is a
reapportionment staff that is hired just
for this tine frame, Ron Sheffield, and

Shanacee, and | don't know Shanacee's | ast

nane.
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MR TIMHUWPHRIES: | amnot sure,
ei t her.

MR. OLAN REEVES: But they are at the
office in Little Rock across fromthe
Capitol in the AEGON Buil di ng where npst
of our big conputers and printers are. And
so, they actually man the phones and print
the maps out that we have today. | just
want to kind of give you the time frane of
how events will fold out. It is on our
website. Tim can you put our website up
t here?

MR TI M HUMPHRI ES:  Yes.

MR. OLAN REEVES: |If you | ook on our
website, it has the tinme frames | am fixing
to give you. And that is our website, right
there. (Indicating.) You can go on there,
and there is a whole |ot of other
information. There are links to the Census
Bureau, there are |links to several other
things on there that you can link to and
read sone infornation about it.

MR, LARRY CRANE: NCSL.

MR. OLAN REEVES: National Conference
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of State Legislators has sone very good
information on their site. And there is

a conmment post-it page where you can post
comments if you want to. The current plans
are on there, the ones on this maps right
here that were drawn in '91.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: | have got the
coments here.

MR. OLAN REEVES: There you go, there is
what our --

MR TIM HUVPHRI ES: Comments.

MR. OLAN REEVES: -- conment page | ooks
like, and you put your name, and then you
post a comment, and the Board nenbers will
actually read it. But the basic tine franes
are, we have been told by the US Census
Bureau, we will get the information before
March 31st. We think it will be earlier,
but just to be on the safe side, by Mrch
31st, we should have the information. The
earliest they have told us is March 1st, we
just don't think that is going to happen.

It will take a couple, maybe three
weeks, to load the data into the computers

once we get it. So, by April 1st, we should
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start working on the plan, it will take
about a nonth, nmaybe five weeks, to cone up
with a proposed plan which will be posted on
our website. Then we will start com ng back
out. We were tal king about that today,
probably in June of next year, we wll be
back into the --

MR. LARRY CRANE: This year.

MR. OLAN REEVES: June of this year
| guess. W are in the new year. June of
2001, we will come back to areas of the
state |i ke we have been now with the
proposed plan already so that you can see
it, take comrents on the redrawn |ines.
And realize, that is a draft, we don't have
the authority to vote on a plan. This is
our -- with input fromour bosses, this is
the draft. Take those comrents back to the
Board, hopefully in August, early Septenber,

have the Board neet, and approve or change,
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or do whatever they want to do to the plans.

So, the comrents we get in June and

July at these neetings will really be the
crucial ones that the Board will want to
hear. "W don't like it that you have

split Boone County," or "W don't like
it that you have split Sharp County," or
what ever we get. The Board has, | ast
time, nmade changes after public coments,
some valid things that we did not know,
and they changed the plan that actually
had been drafted before.

MR, JEFF CHRISTENSON: This plan is
not subject to approval by the State
Legi slature at all?

MR. OLAN REEVES: No, not at all

MR JEFF CHRI STENSON: Once it | eaves
the three persons --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Once the Board

approves it, it is subject to a court
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chal | enge, of course, which we had one in
'80 and we had one in '90. W anticipate
one this time, naybe nore. But | nean,
that is just, you know, a given.

MR, JEFF CHRI STENSON. | have to go
back and rewite a colum out of what you
just told ne for Sunday's paper, which
have m squoted nysel f.

MR. OLAN REEVES: The legislature only

approves the Congressional districts, they

do that and we don't do that. It is the
opposite. They do that, and the Board of
Apportionnment does this. There is no
| egi sl ative approval for this plan
what soever. There is --

MR JEFF CHRI STENSON: The US
Congressional districts, they are?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes. The
Congressional districts, they actually

do those. So, hopefully, by Septenber,
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like | say, by Labor Day we will have this
plan finalized, really so people will
know, "Do | live in District 32 or do

have to nove," the year before the el ection.
That is really -- that is our goal, it is
sel f-inposed goal, it is not set in stone,
it is just our target date, by Cctober 1st.
We think it could be earlier, it will just
depend.

The handouts we gave you, the current
House and Senate districts for this area,
the maps we actually will be using have a
little nore detail in themthan we showed

you, but this just gives you a rough idea.

The other thing we gave you is fromthe

US Census Bureau, it is their guesstinmate
in 1999 of the growth of popul ation, |oss
or growt h, whatever, in each county in
Arkansas. W know this is not right.

Arkansas gained nore than -- they only
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had us ei ght percent growh. W gained
nore than that. So, we know these nunbers
are low. So --
MR, JEFF CHRI STENSON: And they have
already estinated 2.6 mllion, didn't they?
MR. OLAN REEVES: Right. 2,673,400 is
t he nunber they have rel eased. And what
that neans is, each House district will have
approxi mately 26,700 people in it, 26, 734.

And each Senate district should have 76, 382,

give or take a few people. Now, currently,
we are operating at 23, four, and 72. So,
just counting the nunbers, you know sone
districts are going to have to shrink and
some are going to have to expand.

And we were talking earlier, it wll
depend on where the growth in the counties
is. In Baxter County, | presunme the growth

is not county wide, it is in areas of the
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county, just |ike Boone County has grown.
And so, those areas of growh are what are
going to drive this plan. One thing | mnust
tell you, because one of the goals that the
court has kind of set in redistricting, in
reapportionment, is preserving the core of
existing districts.

W will start with these maps and nove
or change the lines fromthese maps. W
will not erase the lines and start from
scratch, that is just too difficult, it just
nmakes it too hard. So, these maps will be
plugged in first. The numbers will be
overlaid on top of them and then we wll
see what nunbers -- |ines we have to change.

The conputer systemwe are using is
aut 0. Bound, it is a conputer product that
several states are using. It is based on --
it is by Esri Corporation, it has ArcView,
is what it is actually based on. The
buil di ng bl ocks for our plan this tine wll
be precincts. In '90, they were townshi ps,
and it just didn't work out well. Townships
don't mean what they used to nean in this

state. Precincts nean a |lot npre, and so
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the precincts, as reported by your county,
to the US Census Bureau is what we will be
wor ki ng on.

And it will look sonmething like this.
(I'ndicating.) Now, this is bigger. If we
zeroed in on these, you could actually see
streets, street names. And when we get the
nunbers fromthe Census Bureau, it wll
tell us 25 people live on this street or
42 people live on this street, or whatever
it tells you. | mean, it actually tells
you the numbers.

Like, in District 40, see, we could
zero in even closer and it would tell us
the street names. And when the Census
Bureau gives us the information, it wll
tell us how many people |live on that
street, black, white, age, it will tel
you a whol e bunch of stuff, which would --
and see, which would tell us -- this also
tells us boundary lines, rivers, creeks,
county lines, precinct lines, it tells you

lots of things that really they didn't have
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in 1990.

And that is why, in 1990, we found out

towns got split because the township lines
split atowm. And if you were doing
townshi ps, that was the buil ding bl ock
For instance, this precinct that we are in
ri ght now --

MR LARRY CRANE: It is a block, the
bl ock.

MR. OLAN REEVES: This bl ock, right.
This is block 215, and it just tells you
all of this information, 23 whites, no
bl acks, total population of 23 that |ive
on this block, and it instantly tells you
that, which makes it really amazing.

MR, LARRY CRANE: Age breakdown.

MR, OLAN REEVES: And it tells you age,

white, over 18 was 23. And so, when you
nove a precinct fromone district to

another, it will instantly give you the

10
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new nunbers and tel

you what you did to

that district when you noved the precinct.

Ckay. So, you can just |look at the

nunber s

out if your county,
are going to shrink,

nore than 76,000 in them or

for the House and Senate, and figure

are going to have to get bigger,

you don'

in your districts, sone
because you have got

26,000 and sone

because

t have 26,000 in the House district,

let's say, that one is going to

have to get

bi gger, there is no doubt about it.

MR LARRY CRANE: Vari ations.

MR. OLAN REEVES: The deviation that we
have -- the variation that we have statew de
has to be under ten percent. For instance,

if we come up on a district that

$27, 500,

has

and it ends up being drawn that

way, that variation between 27,500 and

26, 700 statewi de has to be under

per cent .

Last tine it was 9.7,

ten

isn't that

11
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what you said, Tin®

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES:  Uh-huh. (Indicated
yes.)

MR OLAN REEVES: It was 9.7, which was
a high one.

MR, LARRY CRANE: Right.

MR. OLAN REEVES: But the court approved
that -- the Federal Court approved that in
the lawsuit that resulted. So, we are going
to do our best to get closer to zero, but it
is not easy sonetines, | mean, it is just

really not. Wen you have got rural parts

12

of counties that have a few people and you
are stretching those lines to get those
people, it just makes it difficult, it nmakes
it very difficult.

The Senate districts, | think, are a
little easier because you are dealing with
nore people, it is just easier to |lop those

around than the House districts. Cur



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

website kind of tells you sone case |aw
that applies to how we draw these |ines
and the things we have to | ook at, like
the Voting Rights Act, the 14th Amendnent,
ot her issues that cone up that the courts
have said. They have kind of rnuddied the
waters for us.

It was a little clearer, | think, Tim
says, in '91 than it is now, by what the
Suprenme Court has done. You are going to
have to kind of guess what you think the
court would want you to do in a particular
situation. That is what nmakes it a little
nore difficult for us, too.

These are all the different sites. This
one is really good. (Indicating.) That is

an excellent position -- not position paper

but expl anation paper, on this site. That
is one of the best | have ever seen. |t has

alittle ten or 12 page synopsis, and then

13
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it has a whole bunch of stuff. But that
little synopsis gives you a pretty good

i dea anpong the states how this process
works, and it is linked fromour site right
there. (Indicating.)

One thing that the Secretary of State
has done, over the last, | guess, year and
a half, is work with the Center for Advanced
Spaci al Technol ogi es out of Fayetteville to
go to each county and nake sure the state
map mat ches the county nmap. Wat we have
found in the last ten years is, some county
maps didn't match the state nmaps, the lines
weren't the sanme. And people were in a
district, they thought, and they had turned
out not to be. So, they have spent an awful
ot of time making sure the county maps
match the state maps.

So, this time, when they go out, they
will be the same, and they currently have
been brought up to speed, so | think that

is a big effort that will help this whole
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process. Because there is nothing nore
frustrating than wal king into your county
courthouse and trying to say, "Wat Senate
district aml in, what House district am|
in," and be told the wong thing. And for
years, you have been voting, and realize
you have been voting in the wong district,
or living in the wong district, for that
matter. So, that has been a big help

I guess we would really like to throw
it open to questions or conments, things you
woul d I'ike for the Board to know, things you
would Iike to see, things you would like for
themto know that you want in your House and
Senate districts here, that is really why we
are here, rather than to hear ne talk

MR. LARRY CRANE: For comments, if you
woul d give your nane, and then speak |oudly
so that the court reporter can hear you,
it sure hel ps things when they are trying
to transcribe the record of the neeting.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes. W will have
a transcript of all of these neetings that

the Board will see. And we would like to

have your name, so the Board can know what

14
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you have said, instead of saying
"Unidentified Fermal e" or "Unidentified
Mal e". If you would identify your nane,
it would be very hel pful. Wo wants to

be first to make a comment or ask a

guesti on?
MR. JEFF CHRI STENSON:  Well, | am
Jeff Christenson, | amfromthe Harrison

Daily Times. Right now, Boone County has
three different Representatives dealing
with us. Fromthe newspaper standpoint,
we have found that, | think, to be

advant ageous, because we have plenty of
fol ks we can talk to. But | amnot so
sure -- and | amnot qualified to speak
for all of the people in Boone County,
but if I was, | don't think the people

of Boone County particularly like having
three different parts. This county isn't
that big. And | know we are going to be
| arger than 26, 000.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay.
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MR, JEFF CHRI STENSON. W are |arger
than that now. But if we could get that

to two, it probably would be better

MR. OLAN REEVES: GCkay. Anybody el se?

Yes, sir?

MR, RICHARD HART: | amsorry, | cane
inlate. | amRichard Hart. What is going
to determine -- is it just popul ation that

is going to determ ne your boundaries for
the lines?

MR, OLAN REEVES: That is pretty nuch
what drives it. But the Supreme Court has
said other things to consider. Preserving
core districts now, comunities of interest,
what comunities have in conmon, to try to
put those together. | amdraw ng a bl ank
on sonme of the others.

MR, LARRY CRANE: | ncunbency.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Incunbency is an

i ssue that can be consi dered. | can't --

16
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the courts haven't told us how high it is
on the list, and if it is nunber five or
nunmber two, | don't know the answer to that
guestion. But preserving core districts,

i ncumbency, you have to conply with the
Voting Rights Act to make sure that people
who have a right to vote, that that is

still preserved in the 14th Anendnent, as

wel | .

I mean, there are |ots of other issues
besi des just the nunbers, so | hate to say
that. But that is the driving force that
starts the process. And once we get -- Tim
pull up that -- like District 29, right now,
pul | that screen at the bottom yeah, pul
that up. Like, these are the districts
right now (Indicating.) And you can see
District 29 has 24,270 people init -- well
it didin '91. If that district doesn't

have 26,000, obviously it is going to have

17
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to get bigger. If it
in the new census, it

be smaller.

And so, this is the first thing we | ook

has nore than 26, 000

is going to have t

(0]

at. And then we | ook at the percentages,

t he devi ati ons, we have to | ook at al

that, preserving core communities. Like

of

you sai d, Boone County is split three ways

now. One thing we could | ook at,

a way to nake it two or even whole within a

district, and see if that can work.

VR. LARRY CRANE

And sone of that

driven by the counties next to you.

MR. OLAN REEVES:

MR, LARRY CRANE

Yes.

And what their

is there

is

popul ati ons are and what the needs are to

deal with them

MR. OLAN REEVES:

MR, LARRY CRANE

districts.

Ri ght .

And t he ot her

18
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MR JEFF CHRI STENSON: | don't have
to tell you that every county in Northwest
Ar kansas has grown.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yeah. And see, Boone
County probably has -- you have nore than
26,000 in Boone County, so obviously it is
going to have to be split sonmehow. And
trying to find the county next to you that
has the nunber to add to that w thout
splitting that county too bad, that is
really what we have to | ook at, and that
is really the thing that drives it for us.

And that is why, when we conme back with
the draft plan, it is going to be inportant
for you to tell us, "It doesn't make any
sense to pair this town with Boone County,
because they don't have anything in comobn

with them They need to be paired wth,

you know, Carroll County or Sharp County

or Baxter County." W don't know t hat

19



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

stuff, and you do.

So, when we cone back, don't think the
plan is set in stone, because it is not.
W need to -- the Board needs to hear stuff
like that, "That this needs to be paired
with this one, because they have nore --
you know, they have nore in common with
Harrison than they do with Batesville, or
nore in conmon with Muntain Hone than they

do with Jonesbhoro,"” those kind of things,

that is the stuff we need to hear when we
cone back next sumrer. Any other conments
or questions?

MR, JEFF CHRI STENSON: Let me just
clarify one thing again. The Arkansas
Board of Apportionnent, nothing you do
will affect anything with regards to the
US Congressional districts, will it?

MR. OLAN REEVES: No, not at all. W
have offered this sane conputer software
to the House and Senate to draw their

Congressional districts. And we are one

of the few -- we understand we are one of
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20
the few states that hasn't split counties
yet in drawi ng Congressional districts, the
counties have remained intact. And | think
that may -- they may try to preserve that
obj ective

The question is, which counties out
of the third district nove, and where do
they nmove, First, Second or Fourth? That
is going to be the big issue for them But
that is done by the House and Senate, not
us.

MR JEFF CHRI STENSON: That is what
our fear is, they are going to take Baxter
Boone and Marion County, and there will be
a real nice slice in there, send us to
Jonesbor o.

MR. OLAN REEVES: And where does it go?
Exactly. Which counties go and where do
they go? That is going to be the big
guestion. Any other comrents or questions?
If during the neantine, between now and the
next tinme, you just kind of want to know
what is going on, you could | og onto our
website and you can send each of us an

E-Mail, or you can call our respective
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offices if you have a question. W will
put --

MR. LARRY CRANE: All of our tel ephone
nunbers are there.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR LARRY CRANE: CQur desks, it is al
t here.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right. W wll put
stuff, as it beconmes available -- if a
Supreme Court case comes down, which we
don't anticipate that could have an i npact
on this, we would put that on our website.

I f sonmething el se comes up, |ike adjusted,
unadj ust ed nunbers, we have a feeling that
wi |l be decided for us, rather than us
having to decide it. Once that happens,
we will put that on our website, as well
so that you can instantly access that and
find out kind of the progress of what is

happeni ng at this point.
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MR LARRY CRANE: As soon as the
schedul e for the next round of hearings is
avail able --

MR. OLAN REEVES: W will put that on

t here.

MR, LARRY CRANE: -- that will be up
there. As soon as the maps are drawn, they
will be up there.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR. LARRY CRANE: So, you will have
access to them

MR, OLAN REEVES: Now, Tim do you
know, do you renember when -- when are we
going to get county nunbers, not the
preci nct numbers, but county nunbers from
the US Census Bureau?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: As far as | know
for sure, they won't be available until all
t he nunmbers come out in March.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay.
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MR TIMHUWHRIES: But | have heard
that they are going to be avail able earlier
than that from various sources that may be
credible. So, it could be that they do come
out earlier than that, which the |egislature
would really like. Because, you know, if
they don't come out until March, it is going
to be right at the end of the session, and
Congressional redistricting is the sort of
issue that usually takes a little tine to

resol ve.

23
MR. OLAN REEVES: Right, right. Okay.
If there are no other questions, thank you
all for com ng.
MR TIMHUMPHRIES: Be sure to | ook at
our website, it is just a treasure trove of
i nformation.
(WHEREUPQN, at 12:29 p.m, the
proceedi ngs were concl uded.)

___0___
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STATE OF ARKANSAS )
SS. !

~

COUNTY OF PULASKI )

|, DONNA KAYE PETRE, Certified Court
Reporter and notary public in and for the County of
Pul aski, State of Arkansas, duly conm ssioned and
acting, do hereby certify that the above-entitled

proceedi ngs were taken by ne in Stenotype, and were
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thereafter reduced to print by neans of conputer-assisted

transcription, and the sane truly, and
correctly reflects the proceedi ngs had.

WHEREFORE, | have subscribed ny
signature and affixed ny notarial seal as such notary
public at the City of Little Rock, County of Pul aski,

State of Arkansas, this the 16th day of January, 2001.

DONNA KAYE PETRE, CCR
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LS CERTI FI CATE #125
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August 4, 2010.
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